Sociologists for Trans Justice
Statement on Sex and Gender within Survey Methodology

As sociologists, we are deeply disappointed that a member of our discipline has published an article
asserting that trans women should not be counted as women.i Particularly since the article does not
engage the wealth of work by trans and other scholars on the topic of how best to measure sex, gender,
and gender identity in surveys.ii Or the reams of work showing that trans people, especially young people,
are profoundly harmed by the repetition of the narrative that our genders are not “real.”iii Or all the
research documenting the fact that advantage and disadvantage are largely distributed on the basis of how
others perceive our gender.ivuy Moreover, we are saddened, angry, frustrated, and annoyed that we yet
again need to explain that trans people are people, and can be relied upon to accurately report who we are.

For those interested, here are some other readingsvi on this and related topics; see also our full

bibliography at https://s4tj.com/s4tj-syllabus/.
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https://doi.org/10.1080/13645579.2020.1768343
Hines, Sally. 2020. “Counting the cost of difference: a reply to Sullivan.” International Journal of Social
Research Methodology. https://doi.org/10.1080/13645579.2020.1768344
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v It is important to point out here that gender perceptions and the attendant operation of sexism and
patriarchy are always coupled with perceptions of race and other axes of social division, and that it is
therefore generally trans women of color who are the most disadvantaged. See, for example:
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