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About the Reader:
In society today, we are presented with a paradox of sorts: on one hand, there have been significant social

and political advances regarding sexual orientation and gender identity. Yet, on the other hand, with
increasing visibility and progress, there is also a simultaneous and almost inevitable increase in the
backlash targeting the most vulnerable segments of the LGBTQ population--trans and non-binary people,
and particularly Black trans and non-binary people. As of August 2020, the Human Rights Campaign has
recorded at least 26 deaths of trans people in the United States due to fatal violence, the majority of whom
were Black transgender women including Monika Diamond, Nina Pop, Dominique “Rem'mie” Fells, and

Riah Milton. Additionally, Black trans women disproportionately experience social, economic, and
political marginalization due to the lack of legal representation, barriers to gender-affirming healthcare,
legal name and gender changes, physical spaces, and other seemingly neutral administrative systems that
enforce narrow binary categories of gender and force people into them in order to get their basic needs
met (Spade 2015). It is clear that racism, sexism, classism, ableism, homophobia, and transphobia
intersect in ways that shorten the lives of Black trans people.

As outlined in the S4TJ Statement on Black Lives Matter and Racial Justice, the #TransJusticeSyllabus
was identified as one key area of intervention to center scholarship on the intersections of racial justice

and trans justice. The #BlackTransLivesMatter Reader has been compiled as a first step in this
commitment as the Syllabus undergoes revisions. The #BlackTransLivesMatter Reader by Sociologists
for Trans Justice provides a list of essential readings to contextualize, examine, and center Black trans
lives in Sociology classrooms and to promote scholarship on, by, and with Black trans, non-binary, and
intersex scholars. We believe that the intersection of racial justice and trans justice are integral to these
sociological topics of gender, race, class, intersectionality, violence, policing, and social movements,
among others. The materials listed below serve as a starting point of scholarship that we recommend
instructors incorporate into their upcoming semesters to discuss topics and therefore can be used as
assigned readings, in-class discussions, or as part of assignments.
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How to Use this Reader:
The readings, videos, and resources listed below are listed alphabetically by style and link to the source
(or free PDF if available online). This Reader should be understood as an always partial list of
readings--it is meant to serve as a starting point. As such, we also encourage further engagement with
trans scholarship including use of the #TransJusticeSyllabus as well as anti-racism scholarship, as both
are essential to understand and work towards trans justice.

Essential Readings:
Articles and Chapters

“African Trans Feminist Charter.” 2016. 7SQ 3(1-2): 272-275.

Aizura, Aren Z. 2014. "Trans Feminine Value, Racialized Others and The Limits of Necropolitics." Pp. 129-147 in
Queer Necropolitics, edited by J. Haritaworn, A. Kuntsman, & S. Posocco. New York, NY: Routledge.

Bailey, Moya. 2016. "Redefining Representation." Screen Bodies 1(1):71-86.

Bey, Marquis. 2016. “The Shape of Angels' Teeth: Toward a Blacktransfeminist Thought through the Mattering of
Black(Trans)Lives.” Departures in Critical Qualitative Research 5(3):33-54.

Buchanan, Blu, & Ayotunde Khyree Ikuku. 2020. “We Major: Black Trans Feminism Fights Back.” In Black
Feminist Sociology: Praxis and Perspectives. New York: Routledge Press. [Forthcoming]

Buggs, Shantel Gabrieal. 2019. "(Dis)Owning Exotic: Navigating Race, Intimacy. and Trans Identity." Sociological
Inquiry.

Chaudhry, V. Varun. 2019. "Trans/Coalitional Love-Politics: Black Feminisms and the Radical Possibilities of
Transgender Studies." 7SQ 6(4):521-538.

de Vries, Kylan Mattias. 2015. “Transgender People of Color at the Center: Conceptualizing a New Intersectional
Model.” Ethnicities 15(1):3-27.

Fisher, Simon D. Elin. 2016. "Pauli Murray's Peter Panic: Perspectives from the Margins of Gender and Race in
Jim Crow America." 7SQ 3(1-2):95-103.

Glover, Julian Kevon. 2016. “Redefining Realness?: On Janet Mock. Laverne Cox, TS Madison, and the
Representation of Transgender Women of Color in Media.” Souls 18(2-4):338-357.
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Gossett, Che. 2014. "We Will Not Rest in Peace: AIDS Activism, Black Radicalism, and Queer and/or Trans
Resistance." Pp. 31-50 in Queer Necropolitics, edited by J. Haritaworn, A. Kuntsman, & S. Posocco. New
York, NY: Routledge

Graham, Louis F. 2014. “Navigating Community Institutions: Black Transgender Women’s Experiences in
Schools. the Criminal Justice System, and Churches.” Sexuality Research and Social Policy 11: 274-287.

Graham, Louis F., Halley P. Crissman, Jack Tocco, Laura A. Hughes, Rachel C. Snow, & Mark B. Padilla. 2014.
“Interpersonal Relationships and Social Support in Transitioning Narratives of Black Transgender Women

in Detroit.” International Journal of Transgenderism 15(2):100-113.

Green, Kai M. 2013. ““What the Eyes Did Not Wish to Behold’: Lessons from Ann Allen Shockley’s Say Jesus
and Come to Me.” South Atlantic Quarterly 112(2):285-302.

Green, Kai M. 2015. “The Essential I/Eye in We: A Black TransFeminist Approach to Ethnographic Film.” Black
Camera 6(2):187-200.
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Griffin, Michael. 2016. "Intersecting Intersectionalities and the Failure of the Law to Protect Transgender Women
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Hattery, Angela J., & Earl Smith. 2018. "Policing Trans Bodies.” Pp. 143-156 in Policing Black Bodies: How
Black Lives are Surveilled and How to Work for Change. Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield.
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